
Voices from the Co-Location Battlefield: 
Parents at Neighborhood Schools Facing Co-Locations 

 
 

My name is Monique Anderson and I am the Parent Association president at PS 30 in 
Harlem. I have two children in PS 30.   
 
Our school is a great school. We are an A school and proud of it. We have been trying 
to expand our school over the past 2 years, so that our children could continue to go to 
PS 30 throughout middle school.  
 
In February we found out that the DOE was going to move Harlem Success Academy 
into our school. A lot of parents were skeptical. The main reason parents were and still 
are skeptical is because we haven't received any facts on how this will affect our kids. 
 
The DOE never told us what rooms we would lose. They never told us what programs 
would be cut. They never explained how our special ed classes would be affected. They 
never told us any facts on what would happen.  
 
How can parents not be skeptical when they are told nothing? The only thing we were 
told was that this would have "no impact" on us. This is also the one thing we know is 
not true.  
 
We will lose classrooms. My daughter may lose her special ed class and have to meet 
with a teacher in the hallway. We may lose our art room. We may lose our speech 
therapy room. But, to be honest we do not know. And, we do not know, because the 
DOE does not give us real information. 
 
PS 30 plans on filing a grievance with the State once we find out the REAL FACTS of 
what is going to happen in our school. 
 
 
My name is Jessica Santos and I am the PTA President at PS 94 in Manhattan.   
 
I would like to make it clear that I am not against charter schools.  Every parent has a 
right to demand a quality education for their child, and to choose where their child goes 
to school.  But when space is being given to such schools at the expense of other 
successful programs in the same building, I think it’s time that we question the policies 
and procedures that allowed it to happen. 
 
Since finding out about the initial proposals back on December 8, 2009 I have attended 
many meetings and have fought tirelessly to make sure the needs of our children 
weren’t pushed aside. Unfortunately that very thing is taking place.  The children in 
P94M are a vulnerable population; our children are all on the Autism Spectrum and 
most have challenges regarding any change to their routines. Their routines have been 
disrupted five separate times in five years - moves that were authorized by the 



Department of Education.  Well I am saying that enough is enough, our children are not 
pawns on a chess board to be moved around as DOE sees fit.   
 
The P94M program should be handled the same way any other thriving successful 
school is.  The needs of our children should be respected just as much as any student 
attending a general education or charter school program.  Our parents deserve the 
same amount of respect as any other parent in the city; parents should never have to 
rely on another parent to find out about such drastic changes to their child’s school.  
 
I am asking that the State Commissioner as well as the Department of Education review 
the process that has taken place regarding the co-locations of our schools. I am asking 
that the respect that is being given to the charter schools be directed to Special 
Education programs as well.  Our children may have different needs from other student 
populations across the city, our children may not have high test scores but our 
children’s educational needs & successes need to be acknowledged. 

 
 

 
 
Hello my name is Cynthia Bonano. I have a daughter in 7th grade at the Island School, 
PS 188. I've been a parent in this school for 7 years. My son attended PS 94 for 3 
years. The Island School has meant everything to me and my family. Its enrichment has 
provided a great education. The school has been a place for my whole family. It's a 
place where I have taken classes and have been supported when there were 
challenges in my family. It's a special place that needs to be respected and maintained. 
 
When Girls Prep first came 2 years ago, we welcomed them and we were ready to 
share the building with their elementary girls in order for them to have their fair share of 
space. We gave up 6 classrooms including our adult ed/GED classroom and our family 
room as well as special education providers. As they grew we had less and less time for 
gym, sports team and after school, but we were willing to be friendly neighbors. They 
always had assured us that they had no intentions on expanding in the building.  
 
But at the beginning of this year we started to hear rumors that they wanted to grow a 
large middle school in our building. The Girls Prep Director, Miriam Raccah, came to our 
Parent Staff Association meeting and assured us that this would not happen. After many 
discussions, protest and public meetings we are now forced to squeeze a 300 girl 
middle school in our already full building. Our cafeteria is used from 10am to 2pm. Our 
one large gym is already shared by 3 school programs. Our after school which provides 
a safe place for our community children is being threatened by the additional children. 
The capacity of the building is 920 yet this plan will take the number to 1200 when you 
include students and staff. We are the last neighborhood school on East Houston 
Street. Girls Prep parents are driving their girls from Brooklyn and the Bronx.  
 
Is this fair to let them destroy our program and take away seats from our neighborhood 
children? We tried letters, petitions, and speaking at public meetings, but the DOE didn't 



listen to us at all - they showed no respect to our children and families. That is why we 
are asking the Commissioner to stop the Girls Prep middle school from coming into our 
building. Please don't hurt our Island School kids. 
 
 
My name is Jonell Pluck.  I am a parent of an IS 302 student, a member of the East 
New York community, and also a member of CHAFE, Cypress Hills Advocates for 
Education.    
  
Over the years, IS 302 has seen much success and growth. Not only has the 
environment within the school changed but also, more importantly, so has the 
academic wellness of many of the children that attend this school. It is our intention to 
continue to see our students further excel, but the DoE is robbing our children of the 
opportunity that will allow them to continue to thrive.  
 
DoE is forcing the co-location of 302 on the parents and students of our school while 
neglecting to take the needs of students into consideration. The DoE claims that 302 is 
under-utilized, but cites capacity at 1400, 1600 and 1800 student capacity in different 
documents. The DoE’s numbers are clearly dubious.  However, this wrong information 
was used to push through a yes vote on co-locating one school in another.  
 
DoE has demonstrated their lack of respect not only towards the students of the public 
school systems, but they have shown an even greater disrespect to the parents. DoE 
has not included the parents in the decision-making process instead they made their 
plans, stated what will be done and basically told the parents this is what you have to 
accept because your opinion does not matter.  
 
And you know what we say?  Parents say we matter, our children matter and our 
communities matter.   
 
We will hold the DoE accountable for our children’s education.  We will hold you 
accountable to what you stated in the Educational Impact Statement.  You say that 
special needs students will not be impacted.  You say that students will not be impacted 
by using windowless classrooms.  You say that IS 302 students will not suffer from the 
loss of the use of recreational space, lunch room, art and music space.  We will be 
working with teachers, school staff and make sure that our children our safe and have 
the best public education possible. 
 


